A Report on Student Exchange Program under Ek Bharat Shreshta Bharat scheme of Ministry of
Human Resource Development (MHRD), Govt. of India

Paired States: Goa and Jharkhand

Under the Student Exchange Program of Ek Bharat Shreshta Bharat Scheme of Ministry of Human
Resource Development (MHRD), Govt. of India, a 56 member delegation (50 students+ 6 students) from
Dnyanprassarak Mandal’s College and Research Centre, Assagao, Mapusa, Goa visited St. Xavier’s
College, Ranchi, Jharkhand from 18t™-22" February 2020 to participate in the Student Cultural Exchange
Program and display their rich cultural heritage through various activities. It was a four- day planned
session.

The curtain to the Student Exchange Program was raised on 18" February with a Flash Mob performed
by the Goan students rocking St. Xavier’s College, Ranchi ground in all its colour and vitality. Further in
the Inaugural session, Fr. Emmanuel Barla, Principal, St. Xaviers College, Ranchi and Dr. Kamal Bose,
Head, Department of Hindi welcomed the Goa delegation to Jharkhand with warm greetings and
appreciated their endeavours to participate in the Student Exchange program. Dr. M. Shanthi, Nodal
Officer, Goa Delegation, in her keynote address thanked St. Xavier’s college, Ranchi for their warm
hospitality and for giving an opportunity to visit them. She elaborated on the significance of the Student
Exchange Program and how it has created a platform for the students to know more about the culture
and life style of the other states of the country. This was followed by an induction program of the
teachers and students of both the colleges.

In the first session the students of Goa made an opening remark and a power point presentation on
Glorious Goa presenting the history, culture, tradition, folk forms, tourist sites and cuisine of Goa. An
Oath on National Unity and Integrity was administered by the Goan students to the members of both
the colleges. In the afternoon session the students from Goa Delegation presented a cultural
extravaganza in colourful Goan folk dances like Dekhni, Mussul, Maando, Katti, Kunbi and a Portuguese
dance. Goa’s popular music and songs and a Jugalbandi was also presented which enthralled the
audience with its melodious and energetic performance. Students trying to learn and exchange each
other’s dance forms was the highlight of the day. Jharkhand Doordarshan recorded the entire cultural
program and interviewed the teachers and students from Goa which was telecasted on the same day
on Doordarshan. The entire event was also given a full fledged media coverage wherein the newspaper
reports were published in various local dailies.

In the other sessions of the student exchange program, on the following days, a Goan movie
“Palthodcho Manis” and a Jharkhand movie “Jharia” were shown to the students followed by an
interactive session. It is believed that movies are the best medium to present the cultural essence of a
region in a nutshell and this was well achieved in the movie exchange program. The afternoon session
was on the language exchange program in which the students from both the colleges were divided in
groups and they taught each other the language of their states. In the language session the students
from both the states learnt a few sentences and words to be used in day today conversation. Thereafter,
a competition was held among all the groups to select the best two learners from each state.

On the third day , two major events-International Mother Tongue Day and Food Festival-were held in
the first session of the day. Dr. Kamal Bose in his introductory speech spoke on the significance of how
the mother tongue carries in itself an aura of the cultural essence of a particular region and is a special
characteristic of an individuals’s personality. At this occasion students from both the states read poetry
and other excerpts in their mother tongues like Konkani, Nagpuri, Hindi, Simultaneously a grand Food
Festival was organized by the students of St. Xaviers College, Ranchi and Dnyanprassarak Mandal’s
college, wherein a variety of delicious Jharkhand and Goan food items were served on the platter. The



Goan students prepared traditional food delicacies like “Sakhar Bhath”, “Mangane”, “Khath-khathey”,
“Chicken Xacuti”, “Sukhe Sungtache Umman”, “Bhenyachi Bhajji”, “Chavlyanchi Usal” and “Ukde sheet.”
The Jharkand food items like “Munga Phool”, “Phutkal Achaar”, “Sandhana Achaar”, “Ber Achar”,
“Brown Rice Tea”, “Sweet Dumbu”, “Namkeen Dumbu”, “Dhuska”, Litti Chokha”, “Chilka Roti”, “Madwa
Roti”, “Ghoniji”, Dudhauri”, “Pusta Pitha”, “Dubki”, “Papdi Chat”, “Puchka”, “God Kheer” and many more
food stuffs were prepared. The festival was a great mouth- watering experience and was attended by
the teachers and students in large numbers. The students from both the colleges enjoyed these
delicacies and exchanged the recipes of the food items. In the afternoon session the students from St.
Xaviers College, Ranchi performed a Cultural Programme showcasing the culture of Jharkhand State in
all its variety. The events of both the days were covered and broadcasted by the All India Radio on their
local bandwidths under Ek Bharat Shreshta Bharat Exchange Program which was running for few days.
Many teachers and students shared their experiences and gave their feedback on the program.

On the fourth day, the Goa delegation was takenfor sight seeing to different tourist spots in Ranchi and
the surrounding areas to know more about the places in Jharkand. Places like Jagannath Temple, Vidhan
Sabha, Patratu Dam (Valley), Ratu Palace (Nagraj), JSCA stadium and the local market gave a wide
perspective and understanding about the historical, geographical and cultural aspect of Jharkand.

AValedictory function was held on 20" February in the evening to draw curtains on the four-day Student
Cultural Exchange Program. Dr. Kamal Bose welcomed the gathering and invited Dr. M. Shanthi, the
Nodal Officer of the Goan Delegation to address the gathering with her opening remarks. Dr. Shanthi
said that she was honoured to lead this delegation and visit St. Xavier’s College, Ranchi under this
Student Exchange Program wherein the prime objective was to create a learning experience for the
students of both the states and open a wider aura of understanding for the students. She said that
Jharkhand has taught them many new things and they would now be carrying their rich cultural heritage
with them, specially the virtue of hospitality. Many students from Goa also gave their feedback in which
they expressed how they were overwhelmed by the hospitality and affection shown to them by the
students of St. Xavier’s College, Ranchi. The students said that they were mesmerized by the beautiful
campus of the Ranchi college and would like to visit again to this loving place. The Principal, Fr.
Emmanuel Barla proposed the vote of thanks. All the six teachers from Goa delegation Dr. M. Shanthi,
Dr. Sandesh Naik, Mr. Dinanath Volvoikar, Mr. Pratik Korkankar, Ms. Tanvi Kurttikar and Ms. Sarika Misra
were presented Mementoes at the hands of the Principal. The ceremony came to a close with the Goa
troop asking the Jharkand students to visit Goa through the melodious song ‘Come to Goa, Come to

’

Goa, Goa amche re........ .

As a parting gesture, Dnyanprassarak Mandal’s College, Goa held a tree plantation ceremomy at St.
Xavier’s College, Ranchi indicating a memorial of the Student Exchange Program.

Dr. M. Shanthi

Nodal Officer

EK Bharat Shresta Bharat Cell

Dnyanprassarak Mandal’s College and Research Centre, Assagao.
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